
Characters



Archetypes vs. “Metaphor Family”



Head/Heart/Gut



The four aspects of believability



Every characteristic must have
 a purpose 



Grab the reader’s attention



Choose one hero (or the reader will choose for you)



The main character must have 
a deep wound or significant weakness



Desires are rooted in values



The main character should have a shortsighted goal



Opening scenes



Believe, care & invest



The conflict must start ASAP



Characters 
must always 
act at the top 
of their 
intelligence



1. In front of you is a character development worksheet. Use 
it to start building your primary and 1-2 secondary 
characters.

2. Begin the opening scene of your story.


