BRYK PLOT DEVELOPMENT SHEET:

Genre: Romance

Setting:
A planet that is primarily prehistoric jungle, with man-eating plants, large predators, and several active volcanos. The people in this world live in underground cities and use energy crystals to produce light, but are unable to grow nutritious crops or keep animals alive without true sunlight from the world’s two suns.

Premise: 
When loner green bean-farmer Bryk is nearly eaten by his own mutant beans, he is saved by Photosynthesis and Above-Ground Crop Specialist Juice Des Moines, who forces him to consider abandoning his ancestors’ practice of using hazardous fertilizer in order to adopt a new practice of organic farming.

Theme: 
Lying ruins your relationships and your life.



1. Self-revelation, need and desire
a. Need & Desire : 
i. Need: Emotional connection. 
ii. Desire: Juice Des Moines (the love interest)

2. Ghost and story world
a. Ghost: Bryk is a farmer because his parents were farmers who wanted him to carry on the family’s established farming practices. His need for human connection stems from his orphan status.
b. Arena within the greater story world where Bryk’s story takes place: The town directly below the surface area where Bryk planted his green beans, as well as the green bean farm itself.

3. Weakness and need
a. Psychological Weaknesses: AsPD (Antisocial Personality Disorder) & loneliness
b. Moral weakness: Liar
c. Need: a new family (emotional connection)
d. Hero’s status quo at the story opening/ “Running Start” opening: Bryk is using a harmful chemical fertilizer known as Myra-KILL Gro, which his family invented. It makes crops grow quickly, but negatively affects both the plants and the people who consume them. Bryk has noticed that his green beans are growing more and more aggressive and are beginning to crave meat. They have started eating the neighbor’s sheep, which are very valuable, as they are specially bred for the fine quality of their wool, and for the flavor of their meat, which the local dinosaur predators find unpalatable. Bryk has been experimenting with the chemical formula of Myra-KILL Gro in an attempt to negate the side effects, and believes that he has the problem under control. He’s certain that the latest crop of green beans will not have a taste for flesh.

4. Inciting event
a. The fertilizer change did not help, and the green beans attack Bryk. The person who saves him is Juice, who is a Photosynthesis and Farming Specialist. She is a trained martial artist and saves Bryk from the beans, but also confronts him about the farming methods he must be using to get a result like bloodthirsty green beans. Bryk realizes that everything he’s tried so far is ineffective, and his old life as a farmer with a personality disorder who runs his farm without input from anybody is forever out of his reach.

5. Desire
a. Bryk’s desire is still to run his farm the way he likes best. He can’t help noticing that Juice is attractive. At this time, however, she is not so attractive that he is willing to abandon his current desire to live according to the path his parents set for him.

6. Ally or allies
a. Vork, his old friend and fellow green bean farmer, who is prosperous and farms using organic methods, and has even branched out into growing corn and peppers. Vork has always been a mentor to Bryk.

7. Opponent and/or mystery
a. Juice, who wants Bryk to change his farming practices so that the crops he grows will be both safe and nutritious for the populace. She functions as an opponent rather than a love interest because her own moral failing is self-righteousness, and she wants things done her way, even to the point of recruiting spies and sending spies in herself. Her self-righteousness makes her bossy and nosy.

8. Fake-ally opponent
a. Taank, the weaver: the sheep-herding neighbor who has lost money as Bryk’s green beans eat their way through his herd of prize sheep. He sympathizes with Bryk and appears to side with him against Juice, criticizing her overbearing personality. But Taank is secretly Juice’s ally, spying on everything Bryk does and reporting back to Juice.

9. First revelation and decision: changed desire and motive
a. Bryk’s people are green because their bodies utilize photosynthesis to process oxygen. Bryk begins to notice that he is having trouble breathing, and that his skin is turning yellow. Juice, in her capacity as photosynthesis expert, warns him that the chemicals he is currently using are changing the chemical structure of the green beans to the point that they are altering Bryk’s skin color. Bryk’s desire shifts from simply preserving his farm by slightly altering the fertilizer, to preserving both his farm and his health by improving the fertilizer. He is still not willing to abandon the harmful fertilizer completely.

10. Plan
a. Bryk decides to try new additives obtained on the black market to improve Myra-KILL Gro. At first, it looks like the new formula is taming the green beans. But further study makes it clear that they are more unhealthy than ever, and are worsening Bryk’s skin condition. His initial plan has failed.


11. Opponent’s plan and main counterattack
a. Juice sends in her dog, Soylynt, to investigate what Bryk is doing. The dog is wearing a hidden camera and recording device that captures evidence of Bryk using black-market chemicals to enhance his fertilizer, as well as images of the disturbing changes in the beans and of Bryk’s worsening skin condition.

12. Drive
a. Bryk discovers the dog and spy camera and goes to Juice’s superiors to complain that she has violated his right to privacy, hoping to get her fired. Instead, the plan fails as the superior tells Bryk that as soon as he started using a chemical formula that was dangerous to his people, he lost the right to privacy. Juice is allowed to gather evidence against him using any available means. (Note: to expand the story here, have Bryk try other options to get Juice off his back. He could go to the news outlets, try to rally other farmers, and try going over the superior’s head.)

13. Attack by ally
a. Vork confronts Bryk about his dangerous farming practices, and urges him to embrace organic farming and to listen to Juice’s advice. Because this is a romance, Vork also attempts to force Bryk to fess up to his growing attraction to Juice. Vork’s personality disorder kicks in, and he lies about his growing feelings for Juice and about his farming practices, telling Vork that the farm now follows proper guidelines. Bryk feels utterly betrayed, accusing Vork of attacking him unjustly and not supporting him in a difficult time. Bryk sinks deeper into his personality disorder and loner lifestyle, exacerbating his loneliness.

14. Apparent defeat
a. Juice sends her dog and camera in again, gathering more information, and reports her findings to the authorities. Bryk sees the cops coming and hides his stash of Myra-KILL Gro just before he is arrested. Using the fertilizer against Juice’s orders has landed him in court, and it looks like he will go to prison. If he is convicted, Bryk’s shepherd neighbor Taank will get the bean farm and turn it into pastureland. Vork has also stepped back, as all attempts to save Bryk from himself have failed. Bryk has no one and nowhere left to turn. He is at his lowest point, and both he and the reader feel that there is no hope left for him.

15. Second revelation and decision: obsessive drive, changed desire and motive
a. Second revelation: Juice volunteers to mediate and train Bryk to use new farming techniques so he can avoid prison time.
i. Note: At this point, Juice’s role as opponent begins to shift to a role as ally. In a dual POV story, this would also be the point the reader begins to see a transformation in Juice, as she becomes less self-righteous in her ongoing interactions with Bryk.
b. Decision: Bryk agrees to mediation to avoid prison. This forces him to confront his fascination with Juice, something he has done his best to ignore. But if the mediation goes well, he can keep his farm, and maybe even regain his connection with Vork. 
c. Obsessive Drive: Bryk becomes more and more attracted to Juice. His desire shifts from keeping the farm to forming a relationship with her. But he has not abandoned his core moral problem—lying—so he is cagey about what happened to the last of the Myra-KILL Gro. He makes it appear as though he has changed his ways and plans to adopt organic farming practices, and tells Juice whatever she wants to her in order to gain her affection and approval. He’s on top of the world now; his need for connection is fulfilled, and he’s successfully hidden his personality disorder. His moral problem is enabling and worsening his increasingly terrible conduct toward Juice.
i. Note: Because this is the romance genre, this would be the point in the story where the relationship becomes physical, as well as emotional. This deepening connection increases the feeling of betrayal when Juice learns the truth about the hidden fertilizer.



16. Audience revelation
a. Because she is an expert in photosynthesis, when Juice discovers that the yellowing areas on Bryk’s body are beginning to develop brown spots, she realizes that Bryk’s illness has become life-threatening. 

17. Third revelation and decision
a. Revelation: Juice tells Bryk about the extent of his sickness and confronts him about the fact that he is obviously still using the chemical fertilizer and consuming the affected plants.
b. Decision: Bryk tells Juice that he’s certain all he needs to do is tweak the formula a little more, and it will be perfect. All the promises he’s made to her will become true. His illness will be cured. He will keep the farm and the beans will be better than ever. 

18. Gate, gauntlet, visit to death
a. Gate: Juice and Bryk get into a huge fight over the Myra-KILL Gro and over Bryk’s constant lies. Juice walks out and declares their relationship is over. (At this point, she shifts back to the role of opponent.)
b. Gauntlet: Juice and Vork both continue to hound Bryk about his farming practices. The police are closely monitoring Bryk’s farming practices. The neighbor, Taank, is still spying on Bryk. And Bryk’s health continues to decline. Everything that could go wrong is going wrong, despite his promises, pretty lies and efforts to perfect the formula. 
c. Visit to Death: Bryk realizes that his current path leads to literal death. The Myra-KILL Gro is killing him. It’s also killing his relationships metaphorically, and destroying his life. 

19. Battle
a. The police show up and demand to know where the secret stash of Myra-KILL Gro is. If Bryk tells them, he’s admitting he still has some of the fertilizer he was ordered to dispose of. This will expose all his lies to Juice and to the world. And he will have to give up the way he has always made money. If he tries things Juice’s way, he’s afraid he’ll lose the farm.

20. Self-revelation
a. Bryk realizes that his health and his connection to Juice are the things that matter most to him, even if it means he loses the farm. He has to change. 

21. Moral decision
a. Bryk destroys his stash of Myra-KILL Gro, where the police and Julie can see him do it. He burns the formula in front of them, and vows to farm organically from now on.

22. New equilibrium
a. Bryk has a new farm with safe crops. Juice is willing to commit to a relationship with him now that he has changed his ways. Vork is pleased with Bryk’s character growth and they become better friends than ever. And Taank now considers Bryk a good neighbor and has no further complaints about the loss of his sheep. The beans Bryk grows are nutritious, and Bryk regains his good health.

