
Plot



We are wired to respond to specific story 
patterns



Why Melanie Hates 
Postmodernism



What’s your point?



The Moral Choice



The Seven Key Steps of Story Structure



Things to keep in mind as you build 
your story



Is the ultimate battle big enough?



Are you asking and answering questions 
in every scene?



Are you dropping breadcrumbs?



Does your main character drive the story from 
beginning to end?



Are your character’s goals changing gradually, 
and for good reasons?



John Truby’s 22-Point Structure







1. Go through your work in progress, organizing it 
according to the 22-point story structure. Non-fiction 
folks, organize your thoughts on your topic and create 
section headings.

2. Start writing!


