
The “Red Flag Words” Master List:

POV 
· Knew
· Hoped
· Believed
· Realized
· Thought
· Prayed
· Saw
· Decided
· Heard
· Felt
· Watched
· Noticed
· Wondered
· Looked


Infodump
· When
· Because
· Realized
· Knew
· Used to
· Had always
· Which had been
· Caused
· Made
· Starting to
· Began to
· Would have


Backstory 
· Remember
· Knew
· When


Emotion
(Common with overly self-aware characters):
· In (Patty screamed in terror)
· With (Sam sighed with relief)
· Felt (Eileen felt sorry for the child)



Motivation
· To
· When
· Because


Mental & Internal dialog
· Knew
· Believed
· Realized
· Thought
· Prayed
· Wondered
· Hoped


Stage Direction
· As
· By
· Since
· After
· When
· Before 


Descriptive 
· Could see
· Could hear
· Could feel
· Could smell
· The sound of
· Saw 
· Watched
· Heard
· Smelled
· Felt
· Seemed
· Appeared
· Looked


Passive voice
· Was
· Is being
· by
